CHAPTER VIII
REFORM IN THE PRESS
"Great is Journalism ! "
An Early Turkish Newspaper : Press Law as in-
terpreted at Yildiz : Immense Increase of News-
papers : Need of Greater Control ; Conversation
with the Vizier : Great Influence of the Turkish
Press ; Importance of Journalists in Recent Events :
Character of the Leading Papers : Papers friendly
to the Committee : Others antagonistic : Indepen-
dent Organs : Some Carious Titles of Papers : Pro-
vincial Papers; Class Papers : Extracts from Lead-
ing Articles : Aims of the new Law : Summary of
its Articles
THE daily paper, which Lamartine called a
revelation quotidienne, has become in Turkey at
once a power and a problem. It has, during the
past two years, made up for years of repression.
The first native newspaper in that country of
official standing, the Tak&im-i-we-ka-i (Le. Table
of Events) was founded by Mahmoud IL ("the
Reformer ") in 1832, and is still published at the
Sublime Porte as a halfpenny official daily
Gazette. Owing partly to the low standard of
education, partly also to vexatious restrictions,
the number of Turkish newspapers did not
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